
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 14 August 2018] 

 p4296b-4296b 
Mr John Quigley 

 [1] 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF WESTERN AUSTALIA — WAYNE MARTIN — RETIREMENT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.10 pm]: I rise to acknowledge and salute the former 
Chief Justice of Western Australia, Hon Wayne Martin, QC, AC, who retired on 27 July and who was present in 
the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon with his wife, Margie. I first met the former Chief Justice at the University of 
Western Australia in 1970 when he was the outstanding intellect of our class and a natural leader amongst the law 
school community, with not only a sharp sense of humour but also a very grounded sense of humanity. This set 
the pattern of his life. His achievements across four decades are too numerous to list here, but include the 2007 
WA Citizen of the Year for the professions and a Companion of the Order of Australia for his eminent service to 
the judiciary and our state’s legal system. The former Chief Justice held important positions, including president 
of the WA Bar Association, chairman of the Law Reform Commission, president of the Law Society of 
Western Australia and director of the Law Council of Australia. 

He was the obvious choice for appointment in 2006 as the state’s thirteenth Chief Justice, but my task of arriving 
upon a successor was a difficult one, having regard to the high bar he set in modernising and enhancing our courts. 
Indeed, he was sworn in as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, but during his term his role was re-designated 
under the Supreme Court Act as Chief Justice of Western Australia, expanding the role to become an effective and 
respected ambassador of our entire justice system, advocating for not only its practitioners but its users as well. 
The Supreme Court’s website is a trove of not only his judicial writings but also his thoughtful and intelligent 
contributions on diverse aspects of the law, the most compelling of which may be on the shocking rates of 
Indigenous incarceration in Western Australia. For me, perhaps his most instructive paper was “Parliament and 
the courts: A contemporary assessment of the ethic of mutual respect”, discussing the proper relationship between 
the Parliament and the courts, and I recommend that paper to all members of this chamber. 

Western Australia is indeed lucky to have been served by the former Chief Justice who, as I have said, set a high 
bar for our new Chief Justice Quinlan. On behalf of the Parliament and the community of Western Australia, I wish 
to offer our sincere thanks to the former Chief Justice, Hon Wayne Martin, QC, AC, for his public service. May it 
please the chamber. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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